274                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              TH^  HOME  OF   MANKIND
under cultivation, the people should have been comparatively well
off; yet the prevailing poverty has been so great that between 1896
and 1910 the country lost almost a million inhabitants through
emigration.
As for the subject races of the old kingdom, the Magyar
minority knew so well how to make its subjects uncomfortable
that they too moved away by the boatload and the trainful, to help
In the development of the United States. We may as well give you
a few figures, for what happened in Hungary happened to a lesser
extent in practically all those countries where a small class of here-
ditary landlords had succeeded in making themselves supreme.
Just before the beginning of the Turkish wars of the sixteenth
century, the Hungarian plain had a population exceeding
5,000,000, The Turkish domination reduced that number to
3,000,000 in a little less than two centuries. When finally the
Austrians had driven the Turks away from the Puszta (the Mag-
yar name for the plain), Hungary was so sparsely populated that
immigrants from all over central Europe hastened to occupy the
deserted farms. But the Magyar nobles, considering themselves the
dominant race, the fighting race far excellence-, would grant unto
those newcomers none of the rights which they themselves
enjoyed. The subject races, therefore, who accounted for almost
one-half of the total population, never were able to feel any real
affection towards their adopted country.
Was It any wonder that during the Great War they felt a lack
of Inner loyalty which In the end caused the dual monarchy to
crumble to dust, like an old building shaken by an earthquake?